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JOIN US FOR A DAY OF REAFFIRMATION!

UN CIVIL SOCIETY ADVOCATES AND MAIRIE DE PARIS CO-HOST ONE-DAY 
PUBLIC HUMAN RIGHTS VILLAGE ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 30 2008

WHO: 
The Executive Committee of Non-Governmental Organizations Associated with the UN Department of Public Information invite UN Officials, Non-Governmental Organizations, and the public to REAFFIRM their support for the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

WHAT:
Reaffirmation Readings: Every hour on the hour the Universal Declaration of Human Rights will be read out loud, followed by one minute of silence.  A diverse group will read the Declaration in both French and English. 
Human Rights Wall of Expression: A 15 meter x 2 meter blank canvas will be on-site for the public and human rights defenders to artistically express their reaffirmation.  The first brush stroke ceremony will be held at 10h30.  Invited Guests to be confirmed.

Conversation Circles:  Throughout the day intimate groups of nine will bring together the public, government and UN officials, representatives of NGOs, as well as other human rights supporters to participate in guided conversations on a particular aspect of human rights.  NGOs will pre-submit questions for the public to discuss.  Opinions voiced in these circles will be summarized and shared with the “61st Annual UN NGO Conference Reaffirming Human Rights for All: The Universal Declaration at 60.”  Schedule to be announced.
Informational Exchange Tents: NGOs will be set-up inside tents with tables and chairs to share their missions, experience and initiatives with the public.

Question & Answer Sessions: Human Rights Speakers will lead discussion groups of approximately thirty people throughout the day addressing various Articles in the Universal Declaration. Schedule to be announced.

WHY:
In honor of the 61st Annual UN NGO Conference Reaffirming Human Rights for All: The Universal Declaration at 60,” that is taking place at UNESCO Headquarters, September 3-5, 2008.  This Human Rights Village serves the purpose of inviting the public to engage with the same challenges and opportunities for human rights that will be addressed at the Conference later in the week.
WHEN:
Saturday, August 30 from 10h00 – 18h00

WHERE:
Hotel de Ville (Paris Town Hall) / Place de l’Hotel de Ville / Plaza in front of Town Hall

MORE:
For more information on the Human Rights Village, please go to visit www.un.org/dpi/ngosection/conference/
